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March 16, 2018
Ms. Tricia Schimpp
Department of Community Development
City of San Mateo
330 West 20th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94403-1388
RE: Hampton Inn
Dear Tricia:
I evaluated the site context, watched the February 27th Planning Commission Study Session video, reviewed the initial
submittal drawings and prepared an evaluation and recommendations letter in early April. I later reviewed new drawings
in August. After that time, the applicant changed architects, and significantly modified the plans and elevations. This past
January, I prepared a review letter summarizing the changes over time, and the Planning Commission conducted a second Study Session. The applicant has responded to feedback with the current submittal. My comments and suggestions
to staff on the new materials are as follows:
NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
The site is located at the corner of Hillsdale Boulevard and South Norfolk Avenue. It currently contains the existing Marina Plaza Shopping Center. An air photo of the site is shown below. Additional photos of the site and nearby buildings
are shown on the following page.
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The Site from Highway 101 off ramp

The Site from Highway 101 off ramp

Adjacent shopping center: East Facade

Interface between the site and west face of the
shopping center

Hotel Entry Drive: South Entry from La Selva Street

Hotel Entry Drive: North Entry from S. Norfolk Street
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PLANNING COMMISSION JANUARY 2018 STUDY SESSION
In their review of the drawings, the Planning Commission offered their individual comments which included the following:
• An overall feeling that the revised design was an improvement, but a concern that it still was not as special as desired
as a strong symbol of San Mateo.
• A concern was expressed about the visual impact of the laundry and other service areas being located at the northeast corner of the building adjacent to the arrival drive to the hotel.
• A concern that the entry was understated and not strong enough relative to the tower at the southwest corner of the
building.
• A concern about the impact of the adjacent shopping center trash and service areas on the hotel courtyard and
views from guest rooms.
ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The current design is much more organized and unified than the previous design reviewed by the Planning Commission.
It has a good contemporary style consistent with the applicant’s stated goal.
Some important elements of the current design include:
• The overall design has a consistent unified Contemporary Style.
• The structure has a clearly defined base, middle and top.
• The building base has substantial depth by virtue of vertical walls perpendicular to the main building wall.
• The stair tower at the southwest corner of the building would be a prominent visual feature addressing the freeway
frontage.
• The stair towers are more integrated into the overall structure than earlier designs.
• Projecting sunshades would provide some sun control and add visual depth and texture to the facades.
• The selective use of color would add some visual variety and call attention to the building entrance’s prominence.
• The bioswale area at the rear of the building has been developed as a strong visual and guest use amenity.

Freeway Side of the Hotel

Courtyard Side of the Hotel
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Proposed West Elevation

Proposed East Elevation

Proposed South Elevation

Proposed North Elevation

Hampton Inn
Design Review Comments
March 16, 2018
Page 5

Overall, the design is well done with a strong Contemporary Architectural Style and consistent details. From an architectural

design viewpoint, I have no specific recommendations for changes. However, there are a couple of issues worthy of
further discussion.
1. Some members of the Planning Commission were supportive, but not as excited by the design as they had hoped to
be. Some advice was offered about enhancing the entry, but there were few other specific comments for improvements. Staff and the applicant may wish to explore the need for further design study. In my view, there are three
steps that might be considered to add more visual impact to the design.
•

Provide a more pronounced upper canopy.

•

Provide a more pronounced projecting, rather than recessed, central bay element to enhance the hotel entry.

•

Add projecting canopies at the corner tower.

2. The proposed Courtyard landscaping looks substantial, but I was unable to find enough information on the drawings to determine how tall the trees might become. They are shown as rather low on the sketch drawing, but that
may be just to suggest the landscaping without covering up views to the building. Staff should discuss the landscaping further with the applicant to determine if the trees would have the potential to mitigate the concern raised
at the study session regarding visual impacts related to the trash and service area of the adjacent shopping center
building.

Hampton Inn
Design Review Comments
March 16, 2018
Page 6

Tricia, please let me know if you have any questions, or if there are specific issues of concern that I did not address.
Sincerely,
CANNON DESIGN GROUP

Larry Cannon

