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May 4, 2015
Mr. David Hogan
Department of Community Development
City of San Mateo
330 West 20th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94403-1388
RE: Bridgepointe Center Ice Rink Remodel
Dear David:
I reviewed the drawings, and visited the site. My comments are as follows:
Site Context
The site is located on a corner pad parcel of the Bridgepointe Center shopping complex. The site is occupied by an existing building originally designed as an ice rink. The site is linked to the main body of the shopping center by a dedicated
pedestrian walkway. Photographs of the site and surroundings are shown on the following page.
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Existing Ice Rink: Southwest Corner

Existing Ice Rink: South Facade

Existing Ice Rink: Northwest Corner

Existing Ice Rink: North Facade

View to main shopping center along dedicated
pedestrian walkway

View to main shopping center buildings

Pad building across Chess Drive

Multifamily residential complex across Bridgepointe
Parkway
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Issues and Concerns
After visiting the site and reviewing the proposed design drawings. my sense is that while the ice rink structure had some
visual unity to its design and a relationship to the design of the main body of the shopping center, the revisions create a
rather fragmented design. Some of the specific issues include the following:
1. Where the southwest corner created an identifiable form element related to the main shopping center, that corner
would now be rather blank and boxy with little visual interest.
2. The new retail entry on the south facade seems like a major new tenant in terms of scale, materials and details, but
it has only a relationship to a relatively small parking area with a harsh edge of parked cars adjacent to its pedestrian
access to the main center.

South Elevation Comments
3. Other elevations have a number of very different elements that tend to fragment, rather than unify, the design.
4.		The distinctive curved facade elements on the west and north facades are being removed.

West Elevation Comments

North Elevation Comments
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Recommendations
Some more effort is needed to bring aditional visual unity and interest to the design. One approach would be to explore
the potential for retaining the distinctive curved elements of the existing building while adding the new entry canopies in
a sympathetic manner.
Should the decision be made to pursue the current course, the design needs to better use the new vocabulary to unify
the design. There are undoubtably several ways to approach that task. The recommendations below are one way that the
current design could be improved. Elements include the following:
1. Improve the pedestrian environment along the south facade by adding landscaping between pedestrians and parked
cars.
2. Adding a sidewalk extension at the entry to the retail store on the south side of the building, if possible. This access
condition past parked cars is typical in the main body of the shopping center.

Site Plan Recommendations

3. Adding a corner framing element and pedestrian scale canopy at the southwest corner of the building with the
design drawn from other design elements of the building.

South Elevation Recommendations
4. Matching the metal panel system for the central entry canopy on the west facade, and adding another horizontal
band to the south of that canopy to relate it to the portion of the facade to the north of the entry canopy.

West Elevation Recommendations
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5. Extend the sense of entry at the northwest corner further long the Bridgepointe Parkway facade to include the
major storefront area to the east.
6. Use color or other means to better relate the east half of the north facade with portion of the facade to the west on
that street frontage.

North Elevation Recommendations
7. Provide more information, with photo examples if possible, for the proposed “ribbon” on the south facade.
David, please let me know if you have any questions, or if there are specific issues of concern that I did not address.
Sincerely,
CANNON DESIGN GROUP

Larry L. Cannon

